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| am honored and gratelul for the teust the members of the
Cubran American Bar Association (CABA) have placed in me as
their elected leader. | have been blessed to be surrounded by
atalented and dedicated group of Individualz on our Board this
year. Together with our membership, CABA stands ready to
meet the challenges that await us in 2001,

Last vear's president, Oscar Marrero, and the CARA Board
worked tirelessly and unsellishly to serve our diverse commu-
by, Their commiloent b community service and the admin-
istration of justice ensured that CABA's rich history of leader-
ship continwed. For all of those efforts and sacrifices, | thank
the 2000 CARA Roard and its President.

CABNs obligations and service
o the communily grows exponen:
tially with each passing vear. The
demands and challenges on our
organization and its elected lead-
ors are perhaps greater now than
ever before,  With last wvear's
avents including, the presidential
election, and the Elian Gonzale:
crisls, South Florida once again
took center stage in the national
spotlight. Cur city and state came
under cnormons  seruting and
political pressure. Tensions fared
and divisions across ethnic and
political lines were dreawn aod
grew further apart. South Florida's
comhbustible multi-cthnic relations
were on the verge of exploding and
ending the tedious and delicate progress the leaders of this
diverse community had worked so lard o achieve,

Todav. CARNS leadership steps Into this vaeuum and inher-
itz the challenges of bringing our community together. Ouly
history will fairly judge whether we were successiul inooor
piforts. As we look forward to the challendes that face us, we
should pavse and take o moment o remember where we came
from.

A we begin the new milleonium it iz an appropriate tims Lo
reflect ot only upon last year’s events, bul also, the eventis
that have shaped our community over the last forty (40) years.

The influx and immigration of Cubans and other minorities
to Bouth Florida has permanently changed the political, social
and business landscape of our community for gencerations 1o
come,  As we reflect upon the last dorty years, Cuban
Americans in particular have reached unparalleled success.

This greal countey opened its doors o us and provided
Cuban Ameticans with the opporiunity to live the American
Dream. Through hard work and a dogeed determination, Cuban
Americans have made the most of that opportunity. For this
v are pratedul.

Today in South Florida, Culvan Americans have achisved the
highest levels of business and public leadership in our com-
munity

We have a lof to be prowd o, having accomplished so moch
in ser [ittle time.

fiLth our success however, we also inherit the responsibill-
ty and challenges of leadership. As leaders in our community,
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we must learn how to truly lead. 5am Ervin onee defined a
leader as “someone whe helps improve the lives of other peo-
ple wnd the svstem they live under”, Accordingly, if we are to
he effective leaders, we must be mindhzl that we serve the
entire community. We muzt help to improve the lives of others
In our community 5o that they ton will have the samse opportu-
nity al success Ut we bave so richly enjoved. We must share
our knowledge, experiences and resources with oiher sectors
of our community in joint effortis which promote a true sense of
respect and understanding,

Last vear for example, CABA formed varions alliances with
othr voluntary bar associations including the Black Lawyers

Assoclation and Flerida  Association of
Wemmen Lawvers in order 1o achivve a com-
meon goal, We must conlinug 1o encourages
and forge these relationships with other
graups in south Florida if we are to druly suc-
ceed and progress as b community,  This
eliort moreover, should be encouraged and
promoled across more general and philo-
sophical lines and not simply for a single,
discreed, and one-dimensional goakoriented
prroject,

It i5 my homble apinion that CABA is in a
unigue positbon o be an effective engine of
leadershlp in our often divided community.
Cur efforts this past year demonstrate that
we can o work together as a community
toward a commaon goal while appreciating
and respecting our differences, We must
continue to leatn how 360 agres to disagres

witl one another without destroving the relationships that
have been [orged, At times thal will require that we sacrifice
ot own personal interests and concerns for the beoefit of Hhe
conununity as a whole,

CABAs leadership will be tested this year as various legisla-
tive initiatives at the state and national level will indeed spur
debxate amongst douth Florida’s multi-ethnie groups and tracdi-
tional political parties.

| believe CABRAS leadership has the talent, insighileness
and commitment to meet these challenges. | ask that our memn-
brers join us in this critically important endeavor

Through our “troe” leadership in the community, we can
ensure that opportunity and the fir adomioistration of justice
will be available for everyone In our community.

To that end, CABA has planned in addition to its traditional
services to fhe community, varkous projects throughout the
vear o help foster and strengthen our bonds with other groups
in our commumnity. [ encourage our memberzhip to hully par-
ticipate oot only by attending these events, but also actually
participating in the preparation of our scheduled events.
Together we will enzure e success of our organizalion and
e progress ol our commumnity.
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